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Education:
Ph.D., Economics, West Virginia University, May 2006
M.A., Economics, West Virginia University, May 2004
B.S., Business Administration and Economics, Shepherd College, May 2002

Fields of Specialization:
Applied Microeconomics, Public and International Economics

Positions:
1. Assistant Professor, Economics and Quantitative Science, Duquesne University, August 2007-present.
2. Visiting Research Assistant Professor, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, College of Business and Economics, West Virginia University, June 2006-May 2007.
3. Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, College of Business and Economics, West Virginia University, August 2006-May 2007.

Published Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles:
1. “In Uncertainty We Trust: A Median Voter Model with Risk Aversion,” forthcoming in Financial Theory and Practice.
2. “Elderly Migration and Education Spending: Intergenerational Conflict Revisited” with Mehmet Tosun and Claudia Williamson, forthcoming in Public Budgeting and Finance.
3. “Does State Spending on Mental Health Reduce Suicide Rates?” with Justin Ross and Fatima Carson, in press in Journal of Socio-Economics.
4. “Mind the Weather: A Panel Data Analysis of Time-Invariant Factors and Traffic Fatalities” with Margaret Inden, Economics Bulletin, 2010, 30(4), 2685-2696.
5. “Occupational Safety and Profit Maximization: Friends or Foes?” with Russ Sobel, Journal of Socio-Economics, 2010, 39(3), 429-435.
6. “Saving Lives in Armed Conflicts: What Factors Matter?” Economics of Peace and Security, 2008, 3(2), 68-73.
7. “What Drives Road Rage?” with Arzu Sen, Atlantic Economic Journal, 2008, 36(3), 361-362.
8. “Additional Evidence on the Effect of Class Attendance on Academic Performance” with Linda Kinney, Atlantic Economic Journal, 2008, 36(4), 493-494.
9. “Ideology, Shirking, and the Incumbency Advantage in the U.S. House of Representatives” Economics Bulletin, 2007, 4(33), 1-6.
10. “Beauty and the Beast: An Empirical Tale of City Attributes” with Arzu Sen, Economics Bulletin, 2007, 18(9), 1-9.
11. “Arms Trade, Military Spending, and Economic Growth” Defense and Peace Economics, 2007, 18(4), 317–338.

Submitted Manuscripts:
1. “Till Death Tax Do Us Part: Taxing the Heirs Out of Business” with Antony Davies, under review at Economic Inquiry.
2. “Ignorance Is Not Bliss: On the Role of Education in Subjective Well-Being,” with Susan Daniels, under review at Journal of Socio-Economics.

Working Papers:
1. “Limiting Term Limits” with Bill Lewis and Matt Ryan
2. “Traffic Fatalities and Auto Insurance Minimums” with Christina Orr
3. “Press Freedom and Leader Rankings” with David Gilson
4. “Athlete Graduation Rate and Title IX Compliance” with Mark Troyan
5. “Teacher Strikes and Student Achievement” with Jon Scott and Matt Marlin
6. “Trade Diversification and War” with Brandon Spleen and Kevin Shaver
7. “On the Determinants of Arms Trade” with Arzu Sen
8. “Tax Progressivity and Government Size”
9. “Is National Defense a Public Good?”

Published Policy Papers:
1. “Pennsylvania’s Flawed Film Tax Credit: What the ERA study won’t tell you,” with Antony Davies, the Commonwealth Foundation Policy Brief, 21(2), 2009.
2. “The Economic Incidence of West Virginia Taxes from 1999 to 2004,” with Mehmet Tosun and Arzu Sen, West Virginia Business and Economic Review, Spring 2007, Vol. 14: 1-4.
3.  “West Virginia Sales Tax on Food for Home Consumption,” with Mehmet Tosun, West Virginia Business and Economic Review, March 2006, 12: 8-15.
4. “West Virginia Personal Income Tax: Major Characteristics and Incidence,” with Mehmet Tosun, West Virginia Business and Economic Review, April 2004, 10(2): 1-7.
5. “Economic Incidence of the West Virginia Taxes on Gasoline and Special Fuels,” with Mehmet Tosun, West Virginia Business and Economic Review, December 2003, 9(6): 8-10. 
6. “Taxing Alcohol in West Virginia,” with Mehmet Tosun, West Virginia Business and Economic Review, June 2003, Vol. 9.
7. “Tax Increment Financing and Economic Development,” with Mehmet Tosun, West Virginia Business and Economic Review, Fall 2002, 8(4).

Book Chapters, Case Studies, and Book Reviews:
1. “Crawford Chemicals: Carbon risk mitigation in an uncertain regulatory environment” case study with Tom Nist and Becky Weisberg, Cary Krosinsky, TruCost, John Wiley and Sons.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]“The Economics of Torture” chapter in The Handbook on the Political Economy of War, Editor Chris Coyne, Edward Elgar Publishing, forthcoming in 2009.
3. “Retirees and Economic Development in West Virginia” chapter with Mehmet Tosun, Arzu Sen, and Claudia Williamson, Demographic Economics Research Perspectives, Editor Pavel E. Gordeev, 2008.
4. “Three Specific Tax Reforms for Increasing Growth” chapter with Robin Capehart, Unleashing Capitalism: Why Prosperity Stops at the West Virginia State Line and How to Fix It, Editor Russell Sobel, 2007.
5. “2006 Report to Governor Joe Manchin III by the West Virginia Tax Modernization Project,” Yakovlev et al., West Virginia Department of Tax and Revenue, October 30, 2006.
6. Book Review of David Brunori’s Local Tax Policy: A Federalist Perspective, with Mehmet Tosun, May 2005, Journal of Regional Science 45(2): 442-444.

Peer Reviewer:
· Journal of Defense and Peace Economics
· Journal of Financial Theory and Practice
· Empirical Economics
· American Political Science Review

Conference Presentations:
· Association of Private Enterprise Education (2011, 2010, 2008, 2006,)
· Southern Economic Association (2010, 2009, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004)
· National Tax Association (2006, 2005)
· Association for Budgeting and Financial Management (2004)
· Funding Economic Development: The VisionBROWARD Case (2004)
· Eastern Economic Association (2003)

Honors and Awards:
· The WVU Foundation Distinguished Doctoral Fellow in Social Sciences, 2005-06.
· Cash prize for the paper with Mehmet Tosun “Funding Challenges and Opportunities in a Growing Tourism Destination: The Case of Broward County” in the applied research competition Funding Economic Development: The VisionBROWARD Case, Florida, 2004.

Professional Memberships:
· American Economic Association, Association of Private Enterprise Education, National Tax Association, Southern Economic Association.
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